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LONG the Virginia shore of the
/o Potomace river above Aqueduet
/'--_\ bridge up to the gquarry is a
-! geries of tented eamps and
several houseboats in the river, form-
ing a summer colony.
What is (he impulse which impels
folk to seek this life without most
of the comforts and all the luxuries
of their city homes? Who are they

that seel the pleasures spread before
them in this manner of life?

Some of those who live there say it
{s the freedom from the cares required
to keep the complexities of home life
in order: others, that it is propinquity
to the bhroad viver, which gives bath-
ing and houting: some, that it is the
coolness of the nights, when blankets
and sweaters become a necessity;
others, the companionship at night
about the camp fire, the good health.
which brings keen appetite, the con-
templative—perhaps sentimental—time
spent in the moonlight, so much more
beautiful in the open country.
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There may be a thousand and

sources of pleasure in the camps,
underlying them all is that

one
but
funda-

mental love of the earth whence we
sprang, and where we may live llke
our fellow-animals, although not re-
verting to type and fortunately not
losing our happier development. It

is like the impulse which in the spring
sends the migratory birds to the great
north.

These camps are filled for the most
part by young men engaged In busi-
ness in the ecity, and the morning
hours see canoes, motor and power
boats shooting down and across the
river, taking campers on their way to
their dally occupations. But not all
the campers are young in years, and
not all are men. Some of the men are
Young only in spirit, and some of the
campers belong to the other sex, and
mot of the severe suffragette type,
either.

A few eras or so ago, when the Po-
tomac cut its way to the ocean, the
southerly bank was left very steep
and unsightly, but time has covered it
with beautiful trees, and moss forms
a soft cushion over the rocks. At the
foot of the bank, south of the quarry,
between the bank and the river, is a
stretch of ground nearly a mile long
and varying from fifty to a hundred
and fifty feet in width, running at a
nearly uniform height of ten feet above
the water level. It is shaded by beau-
tiful trees, and among them the camps,
protected by the high bank behind
them, are pitched for the season.
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“Camp Ease” is the first one this
side of the quarry. Four canvas sleep-
ing tents and an open dining tent shel-
ter this family party of father, mother,
wife, husband and daughter and their
friends. Theyv celebrated thelr inde-
pendence by taking possession of this
delightful spot on the Fourth of July,

and they intend to stay until eold
weather drives them out, although this
may not mean o very much;: for al-

redady the night breezes down the river
are cool

The high bank shelters them from
the worst winds, a nearby spring fur-
nishes pure, cold water, the woods pro-
vide the wild flowers which decorate
the dinner table and the waters of the

river furnish, after due patience on
the part of the anglers. fish for the
neontime meal. Friendly birds visit

them, and, =0 far this season, the high-
voiced mosquito has not put in his ap-
pearance,

“To-Quan Camp” borders upon “Ease™
literally and in the punning sense
which suggests itself. Here seven
young men settled last April, to remain
the whole secason. They find it very
comfortable to paddle from the Mary-
land side in the afternovon and after
getting out of business clothes to take
plunge into the river before sitting
down to the dinner which “Sherty,”
cook, purveyor and guardian of the
camp, provides in liberal variety and
quantity. A launch and seven canoes
constitute the camp navy and are re-
qulred to carry the campers and their

H

many visitors, The tents have board
floors and comfortable beds. Good
books, mmusic, plenty of woolen and

rubber blankets and “Shorty,” with his
paraphernalia, make 2 camp equipment
which is very complete,
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Three young men have occupied
“Camp Roost" since the 1st of April,

and they expect to remain there until
the snow flies. Fortunately, the ground
on which their tent stands is quite
high, so that when the floods came last
May and washed over many of the
other camp sites this was not reached.
“It ia always dangerous to invite
guests here,” said a visitor to this
camp. "It is my first visit, and 1 have
already notified my hest that 1 intend
to stay as long as I can, and that this
first visit Ils most emphatically not my
last."* He evidently had the first symp-
toms of the impulse to return from
artificial to real life.

The next was a ladies’ camp—*“Rest a
While”"—made up of four tents, a chap-
eron and some people who were apend-
ing the summer there. ."For amuse-
ments they read a little,” said the
obliging camp historian, “swim a little,

LADIES' DAY AT RACCAR CAMP.
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The Series of Tents and Houseboats
Along the Shaded Shore, Where City Com-
forts and Luxuries Are Given Up for the
Freedom of the Woods and the River—The
Thousand and One Sources of Pleasure for
the Camper—Canoes and Motor Boats Do
Their Share Toward Making Life Worth
Living—South Bank of the River a Beau-
tiful Place to Spend the Heated Spell.

Most of the Camps Are Fully Equipped
With Sleeping Tents, Cook Tents and Din-
ing Tents—The Value of a Good Cook,
Who Can Also Serve as Guardian—House-
boats Anchored Off Shore Furnish Their
Occupants All the Breezes That Stir—The
Largest of the Colonies—A Summer Even-
ing in Camp, With Music, Games, Camp-
fire Stories and the Moonlight.
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row a little, eat, sleep and rest a great
deal.”

On a delightful site, the highest point
in this section, is “Camp U and Us.”
A party of young men founded this
camp four years ago and keep it open
from May to October. Among the en-
tertainments they have given, with
the assistance of their mothers, this
year was a Saturday afternoon bridge
party to twenty-four girls. A trip over
in a launch, a pienic supper with iced
watermelons, a ride on the river in the
moonlight made up the afterncon's
pleasure.

“Sum Kamp” is a home camp made
of agreeable families who occupy eight
tents and just live out of doors. Ar.
Burbank, its founder, was a pioneer
ir camping In this section, and his
daughter, aged nine months, is the
youngest camper along the river. 1f
plenty of fresh air to live in and sleep
in makes a baby healthy there is no
chance that this young woman will
ever reach the stage of elegant inva-
lidism.
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“Krazy Kamp"” is a chartered club,
established in 1911. 1Its six sleeping
tents and dining tent are presided over
by a chef, who is kept busy looking
after the needs of the twenty-five mem-
bers, all of whom come into the city
dally. This i= one of the oldeat camps
on the river and has the distinction of
being the first to adopt the “krazy™
way of spelling “kamp."”

At "Kamp Komfort'" a small party of
voung men are spending the summer.
The tents, fitted up with all the camp
acceszories, a good chef, a steam launch
and canoes, make as comfortable a
summer home as one could desire,

“Raecar Club,” with its large tents,
comes next. Thise is an_organized.club
limited teo twenty members, with a
waiting list of fifteen. A table thirty-

two feet long, sheltered under a great
open fly, is placed close to the river,
and thence the diners look at the broad
river and beautiful Maryland bank and
cateh glimpses of Georgetown Uni-
versity and the Naval Observatory.
Monthly stag rackets are held, and two
evenings each summer month ladies’
nights are heralded by the arrival in
camp of ice cream, cakes, watermelons
and peaches. Saturday nights nearly
all members are on hand. Sunday® be-
ing ladies’ days, the attendance is ex-
actly doubled. A chef and a waiter, un-
der Commodore Birch, provide a won-
derful menu. The navy consists of
twenty canoes and two motor boats,

Just below these clubs lie several
houseboats. Houseboats are as differ-
ent in construction and finish as boats
are. The great distinction is between
those which have their own motive
power and may cruise at slow speed
from point to point, and those which
are constructed without power and re-
main at the place where they are an-
chored until the anchors are raised and
thev are towed to some other destina-
tion. They are all alike in these re-
spects: they are a house built on a
substantial hull, and the people wh
live in them have good times, E
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The owners of the first of the several
of these crafts anchored off this shore
were their own naval designers and
then their own naval constructors,
They designed and built a boat about
thirty-two feet long and sixteen feet
wide, sguare across bow angd stern, with
a thirty-inch freeboard. In the center
of the boat and surrounded by a two-
foot deck is the house, which springs
from the hottom of the boat about
seven feet. This space, about twenty-
eight .by. twelve feet, is divided.into:a
little kitchen and a big main cabin or

Tiving vooin, " tieh'ad iy plenty
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HOUSEBOAT ANCHORED OFF VIRGINIA SHORE.

of windows, and js fitted up with bunks,
camp chairs, tables and rugs, and pre-
sents all - the comforts of a little bun-
galow. It is admost as steady as a
Jhouse on-shere, except that the swell
from an occasional passing steamer
gtarts a gentla rocking motion which

makes one, especially at bedtime, wish
it would last longer. In time of sudden
rain 'its house doors are “opened wide,
for the occupants of passing boats on
the river and of tents on-shore which
leak a little, seek refuge in the cozy
eabin or iivinz joom of this snog e-ailt.
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VISITORS AT CAMP ROOST.

The inevitable canoe provides the own-
ers with easy means of reaching the
city.

The “Big Six"” of the Analostan Boat
Club have a camp on these shores. Six
canoes, a launch and a power hoat con-
stitute the navy. Four sleeping tents,
a bathing and dining tent house the
six members and accommodate their
many friends. Their camp has been
open since April, and will not close
until late in the fall.

Vieitors help to make life pleasant,
and he is a poor fellow, unworthy to
live in camp, who has no sister or

friend with a sister or some one will-
ing to be a sister to try the expe-
riences of camp life for an afternoon.
In this particular camp a large party
of girls with some mothers were guests
for several davse. A mighty sycamore,
which stood before the camp,. fell one

night with a crash. smashing some
seats and causing great excitement.
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“Klassy EKamp” with its eight tents,
ite cook and dining tents, on quite high
ground, is the one lying farthest down
the Potomaec. It is arranged to accom-

modate family groups., and comfortable
equipment and good cooks make living
here easy. The men go to husiness and
the women and girls take up light
summer occupations. This is one of
the largest camps on the river, and
Sundays and Saturday afternoons is
fillled not only with members, but vis-
itors, Some fine musicians in this®*
camp help to make evenings pleasant,
and occasional dances add to the fes-
tivities.

Nearly all the camps have mugical in-
struments. Many of the campers plary
well, all sing—some with good wvoices
and some with volume only—but thev
help to swell a chorus. Week-end par-
ties, intercamp visits, races and other
sports make the camp time go pleas-
antly. The hardships and petity annoy-
ances are =light compared with the
pleasures of the outdoor life and the
freedom from home worries,

Almost every Saturday afternoon =a
regatta of some sort is held down tha
river, and in some of the events the
campers take part. The events always
cause g desertion of the camps, for all
E0 to see the fun. There gather around
the finishing point canoes of all sorts
and styles. from the racer driven by a
two-bladed paddle to the war canoe
propelled by eight men; the canoes
driven by motors and those propelled
by sails. In some of these are be-spec-
tacled fathers with several children,
the speed boyve in abbreviated bathing
suits, the youth who paddles with a
girl, always distracting, lounging on
the cushions. The inevitable camera
man is opening fire or maneuvering for
a position whence to snap anybody and
everybody. Friends are greeting
friends on all sides. The varied colors
of the craft, the flashing paddles in the
sunlight, the bright parasols of the
girls, the kaleidoscopic change of light
and color make a magie picture.

But with the sinking of the sun the
boats scatter. The unfortunate turn to
the city, but the elect paddle to camp

or houseboat alonz the darkening
shore. Lights twinkle from camp to
camp. The outside fires begin to burn

brightly, forms move about in the light
and sink away in the shadows. The
evening in camp by the water, in the
woods, under the moonlight, has be-
gun.

A Famous Mississippi Race.

ME.\' familiar with the history of the

Mississippi steamboat traffic are
generally agreed that the greatest race
ever run on that river was that betwetn
the Natchez, commanded by Capt, T. P.
T.eathers, and the Robert E. Lee, under
Capt. John W. Cannon. The Natchez

was a Cincinnati boat, while the Rob-
ert E. Lee was built at New Albany,

Ind.
For a long time rivalry existed be-
tween these two boals. When the

Natchez broke all existing records by
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accomplishing the 1,278 miles between
New Orleans and St. Louis in 3
daves 21 hours and 58 minutes, the

_captain of the Robert E. Lee resolved to

outdo his rival. He engaged the steam-
er Frak Paragoud and several fuel
boats, arranging that they should meet
him at various points up the river with
wood and coal. Then he had his boat
cleared of all her upper works which
were likely to catch the wind and so
hamper her progress,

Thursday, June 20, 1870, at 4:45 p.m.,
the Robert E. Lee steamed out of New
Orleans. The Natchez followrd five
minutes later. The race had been well
advertised and was awaited with great
interest in all the river towns. Large
crowds were gathered at Natchez,
Vicksburg, Helena and other towns,

Between Cairo and St. Louis the
Natchez lost, it was afterward claim-
ed, seven hours and one minute by rea-
son of a fog and broken michinery.
The Robert E. Lee, however, was mnot
delayed, and arrived in St. Louis thirty-
three minutes ahead of the record es-
tablished by her competitor. Fifty
thousand persons, it it safd, on house-
tops, on the levee and om the decks of
other steamers, welcomed the winner
‘as she steamed into port. Capt, Can-
non was the hero of the hour, and a
‘big banquet was given in his honor by
the people of St. Louis.
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FRENCH REALIZED VALUE OF ARTILLERY.

UCCESS in this war hinges, of
S course, on many factors. but the
factor of artillery ammunition ap-

pears to be of a very high degree of
importance, if it really is not the fac-
tor of greatest importance. Each of
the allies is strainlng every endeavor
and every natural resource to increase
the output of shell, to feed the hungry
guns, to replace the guns worn out by
firing and to actually increase the num-
ber of cannon that fire powder and
shell and powder and shrapnel by the
thousands of tons and which promige
to fire these things at an increasing
rate until the war ends. HE

The world has become familiar with
the call of the allies for shell and yet
more shell. Without doubt the capac-
ity of Germany Is being worked to the
limit in the production of cannon and
cannon ammunition, but from Germany
is heard no call for such war essentials.
A call of that kind would not be per-
mitted to fall upon the ears of the out-
side world. It would be construed as
revealing military information and
might give aid and comfort to the en-
.e'l'li}_,'. 1 ]

I'n the' vears just preceding the war
French and Germans were known
batrer equivped vwrth csnnon on

the
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cannon charges than any other peoples.
They had sensed the dominating part
which artillery was to play in the next
war. They piled up ammunition and
enJarged their capacity for producing
it. Theyv provided a ratio of eannon to
rifles and shell and shrapnel to.cannon
that made the artillery of the war es-
tablishments of Russia, Great Britain
and the United States appear feeble.
And vet in spite of this they wvastly
underestimated the ammunition that
would be consumed. The French com-
mission of the budget in its supple-
mentary credits for the army and navy
recently asked the sum of $§30,000,000
for artillery and wrote the following
report, which gives one a realistic con-
ception of the demand of France, the
best armed and prepared of the allieas,
for cannon ammun!tion: “The con-
sumption of ammunition has exceeded
all the estimates made, and in the Jast
months of 1914 it was necessary not
only to use all the resources at home,
but io have recourse to foreign coun-
tries for very large guantities of ma-
teriagl ready made, machinery and raw
material. B» reason of the uncertainty

at that time as to tne guantities that
it might be possible to obtain at short
rotive, oo the prices that mizht have
ta ba

I wus not thoae bt pimdent
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credits by extraordinary «lecrees, which
nilght never have been needed. The
competition ‘in fereign markets among
the powers who wished te buy has
caused a rise in price of manufactured
articles, raw material and freight,
which was unforeseen 4and had to be
borne.” 7

Further along in_the report may be
found this paragraph in feference to
powder: “The powder department was
obliged to “purchase .riw, Mmaterial for
manufacturing explosives-at any price
to turn out a forced ou , These ma-
terials, coming In geqoh from Eng-
land and Germany, be e SO scare
that prices rose far higher than had

‘been expected.”

.zinc, and the wholé sym"

Other raw materials ‘_-‘irilioh France

bought abroad were steg§l. copper and
pent for ar-

tillery  material d

months of the war anted to well
over $105,000,000. S Syas supple-
mentary to the quh sums appropri-

ated for artillery re the beginning
of hostilities, and a5 shown the figures
apply only to the first five months of
the war. The expenditure of money for
ammunition, cannon and the raw ma-
terials of ammunition has steadily in-
creased since the quoted figures be-
came fruhlic through th.:__repw.',l. of the
animissien of tae budgel. 4

~ * -




